St. Paul’s

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

PALM SUNDAY The Rev. Sarah Phelps, Celebrant HOLY EUCHARIST
The Rev. J. Carr Holland Ill, Homilist 9 & 11:15 AM SERVICES
MARCH 29, 2026

The liturgy begins outdoors, weather permitting. Gather in the narthex if raining.
Palms are distributed to all in the congregation.

Introit Hosanna to the Son of David Tomas Luis de Victoria
St. Paul’'s Choir (9 am), Voices of St. Paul’s (11:15 am)

Hosanna to the Son of David.
Blessed is He that comes in the name of the Lord.
O King of Israel, Hosanna in excelsis!

Liturgy of The Palms

Celebrant Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord.
People Peace in heaven and glory in the highest.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter with joy upon the contemplation of
those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Deacon reads the Gospel about Jesus’ entrance to Jerusalem on the first Palm Sunday.
Matthew 21:1-11

When Jesus and his disciples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus
sent two disciples, saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a
colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to you, just say this, "The Lord needs them." And
he will send them immediately." This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,

"Tell the daughter of Zion,

Look, your king is coming to you,

humble, and mounted on a donkey,

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey."
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on
them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees
and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting,

"Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!"
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" The crowds were saying, "This is the
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee."

Blessing of the Palms

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Clergy sprinkle holy water upon the palms and the People in remembrance of their baptismal vows to follow Christ.

The Celebrant proceeds, the People lifting their palms in the air.

It is right to praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us through your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Jerusalem in triumph, and was proclaimed as King of kings by
those who spread their garments and branches of palm along his way. Let these branches be for us signs of his victory,
and grant that we who bear them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to
eternal life; who lives and reigns in glory with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

People Hosanna in the highest. 1



The Procession

Deacon Let us go forth in peace.
People In the name of Christ. Amen.
The congregation follows the crucifer (cross) into the church, singing
Processional Hymn All Glory, Laud, and Honor Hymn 154
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The Celebrant pauses at the chancel step and says

Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he
was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Liturgy of the Word
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Collect of the Day

Almighty and everliving God, in your tender love for the human race you sent your Son our Savior Jesus Christ to take
upon him our nature, and to suffer death upon the cross, giving us the example of his great humility: Mercifully grant that
we may walk in the way of his suffering, and also share in his resurrection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

All are seated for the lessons.

Children’s Processional (9 am) Fairest Lord Jesus (v. 1) Hymn 383
Children’s Chapel is for children 3 years old through 5th grade.

First Reading Isaiah 50:4-9a

A Reading from Isaiah.

The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that | may know how to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by
morning he wakens — wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and | was
not rebellious, | did not turn backward. | gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out
the beard; | did not hide my face from insult and spitting. The Lord GOD helps me; therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint, and | know that | shall not be put to shame; he who vindicates me is near. Who will
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. It is the Lord GOD who
helps me; who will declare me guilty?



Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
The Psalm Psalm 31:9-16
9 Have mercy on me, O Lorp, for | am in trouble; *
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.

10 For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing; *
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are consumed.

11 | have become a reproach to all my enemies and even to my neighbors,
a dismay to those of my acquaintance; *
when they see me in the street they avoid me.
12 | am forgotten like a dead man, out of mind; *
| am as useless as a broken pot.

13 For | have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around; *
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.

14 But as for me, | have trusted in you, O LorD. *
| have said, "You are my God.

15 My times are in your hand; *
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me.

16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, *
and in your loving-kindness save me."

Second Reading Philippians 2:5-11

A Reading from Philippians.

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality
with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Please stand if able.

Gradual My Song is Love Unknown (vv. 1-3, 7) Hymn 458

Please be seated. The Passion Gospel is read in parts, led by a narrator. The congregation reads the italicized parts of the “Crowd.”

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ According to Saint Matthew
NARRATOR: One of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said,

JUDAS: "What will you give me if | betray Jesus to you?"
NARRATOR: They paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment he began to look for an opportunity to betray
him.

On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying,

DISCIPLES:  "Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?"
NARRATOR: He said,
JESUS: "Go into the city to a certain man, and say to him, "The Teacher says, My time is near; | will keep the

Passover at your house with my disciples.
NARRATOR: So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal.
When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve; and while they were eating, he said,
JESUS: "Truly | tell you, one of you will betray me."
NARRATOR: And they became greatly distressed and began to say to him one after another,
DISCIPLES: "Surely not I, Lord?"
NARRATOR: He answered,
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"The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is
written of him, but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for
that one not to have been born."

Judas, who betrayed him, said,
"Surely not I, Rabbi?"

He replied,

"You have said so."

While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, gave it to the
disciples, and said,

"Take, eat; this is my body."

: Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying,

"Drink from it, all of you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the
forgiveness of sins. | tell you, | will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when | drink it
new with you in my Father's kingdom."

When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. Then Jesus said to them,
"You will all become deserters because of me this night; for it is written,

*| will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’

But after | am raised up, | will go ahead of you to Galilee."

Peter said to him,

"Though all become deserters because of you, | will never desert you."

Jesus said to him,

"Truly | tell you, this very night, before the cock crows, you will deny me three times."
Peter said to him,

"Even though | must die with you, | will not deny you."

And so said all the disciples.

Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane; and he said to his disciples,
"Sit here while | go over there and pray."

He took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be grieved and agitated. Then he
said to them,

"l am deeply grieved, even to death; remain here, and stay awake with me."

And going a little farther, he threw himself on the ground and prayed,

"My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from me; yet not what | want but what you want."
Then he came to the disciples and found them sleeping; and he said to Peter,

"So, could you not stay awake with me one hour? Stay awake and pray that you may not come into the
time of trial; the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak."

Again he went away for the second time and prayed,
"My Father, if this cannot pass unless | drink it, your will be done."

Again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were heavy. So leaving them again, he went
away and prayed for the third time, saying the same words. Then he came to the disciples and said to
them,

"Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed
into the hands of sinners. Get up, let us be going. See, my betrayer is at hand."

While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the twelve, arrived; with him was a large crowd with swords
and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign,
saying,

"The one | will kiss is the man; arrest him."

At once he came up to Jesus and said,

"Greetings, Rabbi!"

and kissed him. Jesus said to him,

"Friend, do what you are here to do."



NARRATOR: Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and arrested him. Suddenly, one of those with Jesus put his
hand on his sword, drew it, and struck the slave of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Then Jesus said to
him,

JESUS: "Put your sword back into its place; for all who take the sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that
| cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how
then would the scriptures be fulfilled, which say it must happen in this way?"

NARRATOR: At that hour Jesus said to the crowds,

JESUS: "Have you come out with swords and clubs to arrest me as though | were a bandit? Day after day | sat
in the temple teaching, and you did not arrest me. But all this has taken place, so that the scriptures of
the prophets may be fulfilled."

NARRATOR: Then all the disciples deserted him and fled.
Those who had arrested Jesus took him to Caiaphas the high priest, in whose house the scribes and
the elders had gathered. But Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high
priest; and going inside, he sat with the guards in order to see how this would end. Now the chief priests
and the whole council were looking for false testimony against Jesus so that they might put him to
death, but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. At last two came forward and
said,

ACCUSERS: "This fellow said, 'l am able to destroy the temple of God and to build it in three days."

NARRATOR: The high priest stood up and said,

HIGH PRIEST: "Have you no answer? What is it that they testify against you?"

NARRATOR: But Jesus was silent. Then the high priest said to him,

HIGH PRIEST: "I put you under oath before the living God, tell us if you are the Messiah, the Son of God."

NARRATOR: Jesus said to him,

JESUS: "You have said so. But | tell you,

From now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds
of heaven."

NARRATOR: Then the high priest tore his clothes and said,

HIGH PRIEST: "He has blasphemed! Why do we still need witnesses? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is
your verdict?"

NARRATOR: They answered,

CHIEF PRIESTS: "He deserves death."

NARRATOR: Then they spat in his face and struck him; and some slapped him, saying,

CHIEF PRIESTS: "Prophesy to us, you Messiah! Who is it that struck you?"

NARRATOR: Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to him and said,
SERVANT GIRL: "You also were with Jesus the Galilean."

NARRATOR: But he denied it before all of them, saying,

PETER: "l do not know what you are talking about.”

NARRATOR: When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders,
SERVANT GIRL: This man was with Jesus of Nazareth."

NARRATOR: Again he denied it with an oath,

PETER: "l do not know the man."

NARRATOR: After a little while the bystanders came up and said to Peter,

BYSTANDER: Certainly you are also one of them, for your accent betrays you."

NARRATOR: Then he began to curse, and he swore an oath,

PETER: "l do not know the man!"
NARRATOR: At that moment the cock crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said:
JESUS: "Before the cock crows, you will deny me three times."

NARRATOR: And he went out and wept bitterly.
When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people conferred together against Jesus
in order to bring about his death. They bound him, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate the
governor. When Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he repented and brought back
the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders. He said,
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JUDAS:
NARRATOR:

"l have sinned by betraying innocent blood."
But they said,

CHIEF PRIESTS: "What is that to us? See to it yourself."

NARRATOR:

Throwing down the pieces of silver in the temple, he departed; and he went and hanged himself. But
the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said,

CHIEF PRIESTS: "ltis not lawful to put them into the treasury, since they are blood money."

NARRATOR:

PILATE:

After conferring together, they used them to buy the potter's field as a place to bury foreigners. For
this reason that field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had been
spoken through the prophet Jeremiah, "And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of the one
on whom a price had been set, on whom some of the people of Israel had set a price, and they gave
them for the potter's field, as the Lord commanded me."

Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him,
"Are you the King of the Jews?"

NARRATOR: Jesus said,

JESUS:
NARRATOR:
PILATE:
NARRATOR:

PILATE:
NARRATOR:

"You say so."

But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. Then Pilate said to him,
"Do you not hear how many accusations they make against you?"

But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.
Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, anyone whom
they wanted. At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus Barabbas. So after they had
gathered, Pilate said to them,

"Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?"
For he realized that it was out of jealousy that they had handed him over. While he was sitting on the
judgment seat, his wife sent word to him,

PILATE’S WIFE: "Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today | have suffered a great deal because of a

NARRATOR:
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CROWD:
NARRATOR:

PILATE:
NARRATOR:
CROWD:
NARRATOR:

SOLDIERS:

dream about him."

Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus
killed. The governor again said to them,

"Which of the two do you want me to release for you?"
And they said,

"Barabbas."

Pilate said to them,

"Then what should | do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?"
All of them said,

"Let him be crucified!"

Then he asked,

"Why, what evil has he done?"

But they shouted all the more,

"Let him be crucified!"

So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took some water
and washed his hands before the crowd, saying,

"l am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves."

Then the people as a whole answered,

"His blood be on us and on our children!"

So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and they gathered the
whole cohort around him. They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and after twisting some
thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right hand and knelt before him and
mocked him, saying,

"Hail, King of the Jews!"



NARRATOR: They spat on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. After mocking him, they stripped him
of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

(At the mention of Golgotha, the congregation should stand and remain standing for the remainder of the reading.)

NARRATOR: As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this man to carry
his cross. And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered
him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when they had
crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by casting lots; then they sat down there and
kept watch over him. Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, "This is Jesus, the
King of the Jews." Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. Those
who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying,

BYSTANDERS: "You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God,
come down from the cross."

NARRATOR: In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking him, saying,

CHIEF PRIESTS: "He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down from the cross
now, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to; for he said, °I
am God's Son."

NARRATOR: The bandits who were crucified with him also taunted him in the same way.
From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the afternoon. And about three o'clock
Jesus cried with a loud voice,

JESUS: "Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?"
NARRATOR: thatis,
JESUS: "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"

NARRATOR: When some of the bystanders heard it, they said,
BYSTANDERS: "This man is calling for Elijah."

NARRATOR: At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to
drink. But the others said,

BYSTANDERS: "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him."

NARRATOR: Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. At that moment the curtain of the
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also
were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. After his resurrection
they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and appeared to many. Now when the centurion
and those with him, who were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they
were terrified and said,

CENTURION: "Truly this man was God's Son!

NARRATOR: Many women were also there, looking on from a distance; they had followed Jesus from Galilee and
had provided for him. Among them were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joseph,
and the mother of the sons of Zebedee.

When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was also a disciple
of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus; then Pilate ordered it to be given to him.
So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which he
had hewn in the rock. He then rolled a great stone to the door of the tomb and went away. Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.

The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before
Pilate and said,

CHIEF PRIESTS: "Sir, we remember what that impostor said while he was still alive, "After three days | will rise again.'
Therefore command the tomb to be made secure until the third day; otherwise his disciples may go and
steal him away, and tell the people, 'He has been raised from the dead,' and the last deception would
be worse than the first."

NARRATOR: Pilate said to them,

PILATE: "You have a guard of soldiers; go, make it as secure as you can."

NARRATOR: So they went with the guard and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone.
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People remain standing until the homilist invites all to be seated.
Homily The Rev. J. Carr Holland IlI
A moment of silence follows the homily.

Please stand if able.

Prayers of the People
People’s Response: Lord, have mercy.

Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

All are seated.
Welcome & Announcements

If you would like to donate online, follow the QR code found here or on the giving card in the back of the pews.
At the end of the announcements, you are also welcome to come forward to make a special donation to Heifer International, a non-profit
organization whose mission is to end hunger and poverty, to mark an anniversary, blessing, or other event.

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Offertory Christus Factus Est (Sung in Latin) Johann Ernst Eberlin
St. Paul’s Choir (9 am), Voices of St. Paul’s (11:15 am)

Christ became obedient for us unto death, even to the death, death on the cross.
Therefore, God exalted him and gave him a name which is above all names.

Please stand if able while the offering is presented.

Offertory Response All things come of Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own have we given Thee.

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer A BCP 361
The people remain standing.

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The Celebrant proceeds.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Aimighty, Creator of heaven
and earth. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. For our sins he was lifted high upon the cross, that he might draw the whole
world to himself; and, by his suffering and death, he became the source of eternal salvation for all who put their trust in
him. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who
for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy Lord Hymnal S124

Ho - ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow - er and might,
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All remain standing, or kneeling.
The Celebrant continues

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and become
subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. He stretched out his arms upon the cross,
and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do
this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Memorial Acclamation
Celebrant and People
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

The Celebrant then continues.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death,
resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new
and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity,
constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor
and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

The Celebrant then continues
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Lord’s Prayer BCP 364
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
A period of silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem Lamb of God Hymnal S161
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sins of the world: grant____ us peace

Holy Communion

The Celebrant says

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your
hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.



All are welcome to come forward for communion, including children. Please follow the ushers' guidance as you come to the rail.

If you would like a gluten-free host, extend your hands palms down. If you would like to receive the wine by intinction (dipping the bread in the cup),
keep the bread in your hands and wait for the communion server to come to you. If you would like to receive from the common cup (drinking from the
cup directly), please consume the bread first and then make your way to the steps at the end of the rail. A communion server will be there with the
common cup. If it is not your custom to receive communion, you are still welcome to come forward for a blessing. Simply cross your arms across your
chest and the minister will offer a prayer.

A priest may be available to provide prayers for healing in the back southwest corner of the church. Simply head to the back during communion
distribution and wait for your turn.

Spiritual Communion Prayer (If you are at home or otherwise unable to take communion, you may say the following prayer.)

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, | desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. |
remember your death, Lord Christ; | proclaim your resurrection; | await your coming in glory. Since | cannot receive you
today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, | beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and
strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May | live in you, and you in me, in
this life and in the life to come. Amen.

Communion Music Cross of Jesus, Cross of Sorrow Hymn 160
Let Thy Blood in Mercy Poured Hymn 313

Please stand or kneel if able.

Postcommunion Prayer EOW 69
Celebrant and People

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us with Christ and one
another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Blessing Common Worship
The Celebrant says

May Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure ground for faith, a firm support for hope, and the
assurance of sins forgiven; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and
remain with you for ever. Amen.

Please stand if able.

Recessional O Sacred Head, Sore Wounded (vv. 1-3) Hymn 168
Dismissal

Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.

People Thanks be to God.

Postlude Carol Yeargin, Organist
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HOLY WEEK SERVICES

Holy Monday, March 30: 7 p.m. - Holy Eucharist
Holy Tuesday, March 31: 7 p.m. - Holy Eucharist
Holy Wednesday, April 1: 7 p.m. - Holy Eucharist & Prayers for Peace
Maundy Thursday, April 2: 7 p.m. - Holy Eucharist & Foot Washing
Good Friday, April 3: Noon - Stations of the Cross (Family Service)
Good Friday, April 3: 7 p.m. - Holy Eucharist & Good Friday Service
Holy Saturday, April 4: 8 p.m. - Holy Eucharist & Great Vigil of Easter
Easter Day, April 5: 7:30 am., 9 am., 11:15 a.m. - Holy Eucharist
Easter Day celebrations will also include an Easter Egg Hunt for children after the 9 a.m. service.

GENERAL INFORMATION

Please wear your nametags when you’re here at church! And if you don’t yet have a nametag, please complete an order form in
the narthex (lobby) so we can get you one!

New to St. Paul’s? Welcome! Please let us know you are here by filling out a visitor card in the pew. Stop by our Connecting
Station in the narthex (lobby) to chat and find materials that might help if you are new to St. Paul’s or The Episcopal Church. Join a
tour of our campus every third Sunday of the month at 10:15 a.m. to learn more and meet others. Contact Mary Kintz, our
Community Connector, at mary.kintz@stpaulscary.org to find out more about us!

Accessibility: St. Paul’s strives to make our services and programs comfortable and accessible to all. Ushers and Greeters are
available to help. Please let us know how we can work together to improve your experience here.

Kids in Worship at St. Paul’s: Children are always welcome in our worship services without exception, but if parents should wish
for a space where your kids have more room to move around during the service, you are welcome to make use of the Comfort Room
(glassed-in room at the rear of the worship space from which you can still hear and see the service). Ask an usher if you need help
finding it. Also, our Kids' Club (free nursery care) is available during the 9 a.m. service, and infants/toddlers through 36 months (3
years old) are welcome to attend.

HAPPENING TODAY — MARCH 29, 2026

Children’s Chapel: Our Animal Crackers curriculum concludes today with guinea pigs! Children 3 years old through 5th grade are
invited to process to Children’s Chapel during the 9 a.m. service and will return to their families during announcements. Please
note: we will not have Children’s Chapel on Easter Sunday.

Coffee Hour (Parish Hall): No Coffee Hour today; plan to join us on Easter as we watch the Easter Egg Hunt.

Adult Forum (Church, 10:15-11 a.m.): Forums will resume after Easter.
Children’s Sunday School - 5th grade and under (Ed. Bldg): Classes are meeting from 10:15-11 a.m.

Youth Sunday School - 6th thru 12th grade (Youth Wing): Classes are meeting from 10:15-11 a.m.
Episcopal Youth Community (EYC): Enjoy Spring Break and plan to join us again on April 12 from 5-7 p.m.

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Easter Offering and Welcoming Fr. Jay Weldon: The reality of welcoming our new rector, Fr. Jay Weldon, is upon us as we
prepare for his arrival! To keep our budget balanced and cover all the expenses of moving our new rector from Newton, MA, we are
asking all of you to give generously to the Easter Offering this season, if you can. A robust Easter Offering will ensure a strong
foundation for Fr. Jay’s entry into his ministry with us. Watch for information on the website and in the narthex about how you can
help welcome the Weldon family and meet Fr. Jay; his first Sunday with us will be April 26.

Easter Egg Hunt: Children of all ages are welcome to join us after the 9 a.m. service on Easter Day for the Easter Egg Hunt hosted
by the Children's Ministry Committee! Please help us get ready by donating individually packaged candy treats or Easter-themed
items like stickers or colored pencils. Donations can be dropped in the box in the narthex through Palm Sunday, March 29.

Easter Lily Donations Due Today: Today is the final day for ordering lilies. Giving a lily that will decorate the worship spaces for
Easter is a beautiful way to remember and give thanks for special people, for a donation of $35 per plant. Checks may be made
payable to St. Paul’s with “Altar Guild Easter Lily” noted in the memo. Please make sure the outside of the envelope is complete
with your name and the name of the person(s) for whom the lily is donated; note whether given in memory or for thanksgiving.
Lilies may be taken home after the 11:15 a.m. service on Easter Day.
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Bring Your Mite Boxes on Easter Sunday: Just a reminder to families who participated in the Mite Box project for Heifer
International — children can bring the mite boxes to church on Easter Sunday. Thank you for your support.

ONE Wake Assembly April 11: We need a large turnout at the upcoming ONE Wake assembly on Sat., Apr. 11 at 11 a.m. at
Baptist Grove Church in Raleigh. ONE Wake is now the strongest local community organizing group, and we are drawing attention
from our elected officials — now is the time to act. Hear elected officials’ responses to our questions about promises they made in
2024 about bond money for affordable housing. Contact Mary Kintz at mary.kintz@stpaulscary.org to learn more; sign up today
and commit to bringing a neighbor! Let us know if you need to carpool.

Community Response Group Meeting April 12: The next meeting of our Community Response Group will be Sunday, April 12
from 12:30-2 p.m. in the Youth Wing. This group supports those who are working in various community action groups, helping
with advocacy and action around human rights issues, especially in the immigrant community. We are always open to folks who
want to learn more. Contact Lynn Tovar at 1ztovar@uwalumni.com with questions.

Spring Book Study Begins After Easter: Fr. Frank Hubbard, parishioner and retired Episcopal priest, will be leading a book study
of “Healing,” by Francis MacNutt, beginning April 8. This volume is a primary resource for exploring the connection between the
sacraments and healing. The book study will continue for 7 weeks, meeting Wednesday evenings on Zoom, from 7-8 p.m. There is
an enrollment limit of 12. We would love to have join this group, please email Gerri Batchelor at gerrikairos@gmail.com to learn
more.

Bishop’s Visit and Confirmation —- NOTE SERVICE TIME IS 10 A.M.: We are coming together as one body on Sunday, April
19 at 10 a.m. to celebrate with Bishop Sam Rodman as we all renew our baptismal vows and witness the rites of confirmation/
reception into The Episcopal Church. Plan to stay after the 10 a.m. service for cake and coffee, and then attend a Bishop’s Forum in
the church at noon. We will also have the Rite I Eucharist service at 7:30 a.m. that morning.

Men’s Beach Week Update: We have spots available during the week of Apr. 19-26 for any men interested in getting away to
Emerald Isle for a break from the routine. Cost is $125/night and includes lodging and food. Please reach out to Mike McInerney
(919-656-4629 or michael.k.mcinerney@gmail.com) if you are interested; we make it very easy to join in, whatever suits your style.
Information is also available in the narthex (lobby).

We pray for Dave, Bob, Ann, Vickie, Mary, Noah, Sally, Parrish, Janet, Nancy, Susan, Chuck, Craig, Jack, Wanda, Carter, Anne,
Ethan, Sid, Mary Jo, Rebecca, Elizabeth, Ralph, Suzanne, Ryan, Mark, Gary, Johnnie, Kelly, Jessica, Hillary, Sydenna, Vera, Sheri,
Darren, Craig, Ted, Dylan, Anthony, Brad, Virginia, Carl, Amanda, Judy, Sharon, Kay, Carl, Martha, Liz, Hilda, Cindy, Ben,
Glenys, Kathy, Henry, Althea, Stan, Jan, Julie, Jennie, Greg, John, Zemiria, Henry, Martha, Kevin, and Louise.

In the prayers for the deceased, we pray for Mildred Bartlett and Robert Haas.

Rite Stuff, Copyright © 1999-2014 Church Publishing Incorporated. All rights reserved.
Music reprinted under OneLicense.net A-725331
All music is licensed for broadcast through CCS WORSHIPCast License #9427.

Worship. Serve. Grow.
Church Phone: 919-467-1477 Website: www.stpaulscary.org

The Rev. Sarah Phelps, Interim Rector x 13 | sarah@stpaulscary.org
The Rev. Robert Fruehwirth, Interim Associate Rector x 12 | robert@stpaulscary.org
Dr. Erica Ridderman, Minister for Children, Youth, and Family Formation x 39 | erica@stpaulscary.org
The Rev. Candy Snively, Deacon candy.snively@stpaulscary.org
Russell McKinney, Director of Music Ministries x 15 | rusty.mckinney@stpaulscary.org

Carol Yeargin, Organist
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