St. Paul’s

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

LAST SUNDAY The Rev. Sarah Phelps, Celebrant HOLY EUCHARIST
AFTER THE EPIPHANY The Rev. J. Carr Holland Ill, Homilist 9 & 11:15 AM SERVICES
FEBRUARY 15, 2026

Prelude Dr. Joseph Khoury, Guest Organist

Please stand if able

Processional O Wondrous Type! O Vision Fair! Hymn 137
Liturgy of the Word

The Opening Acclamation Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 355

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be God'’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Celebrant says

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The following is sung.

Gloria Glory to God Hymnal S278
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Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.

Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy mountain: Grant to us that
we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our cross, and be changed into his
likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Please be seated.

During 9 am service:
Children’s Processional | Want to Walk as a Child of the Light (v. 1) Hymn 490
Children’s Chapel is for children 3 years old through 5th grade.

First Reading Exodus 24:12-18
A Reading from Exodus.

The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and | will give you the tablets of stone, with
the law and the commandment, which | have written for their instruction.” So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua,
and Moses went up into the mountain of God. To the elders he had said, “Wait here for us, until we come to you again;
for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute may go to them.”

Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of the LORD settled on Mount
Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. Now the
appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top of the mountain in the sight of the people of
Israel. Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty
nights.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
The Psalm Psalm 2

1  Why are the nations in an uproar? *
Why do the peoples mutter empty threats?
2 Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt,
and the princes plot together, *
against the LORD and against his Anointed?
3 "Let us break their yoke," they say; *
"let us cast off their bonds from us."



4 He whose throne is in heaven is laughing; *
the Lord has them in derision.

5 Then he speaks to them in his wrath, *
and his rage fills them with terror.

6 "l myself have set my king *
upon my holy hill of Zion."

7 Let me announce the decree of the LORD: *
he said to me, "You are my Son;
this day have | begotten you.

8 Ask of me, and | will give you the nations for your inheritance *
and the ends of the earth for your possession.

9 You shall crush them with an iron rod *
and shatter them like a piece of pottery."

10 And now, you kings, be wise; *
be warned, you rulers of the earth.

11 Submit to the LORD with fear, *
and with trembling bow before him;

12 Lest he be angry and you perish; *
for his wrath is quickly kindled.

13 Happy are they all *
who take refuge in him!

Second Reading 2 Peter 1:16-21
A Reading from the Second Letter of Peter.

We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,
but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice
was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.” We
ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we were with him on the holy mountain.

So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a
dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. First of all you must understand this, that no
prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men
and women moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Please stand if able

Gradual Christ Upon the Mountain Peak Hymn 129

Remain standing

The Gospel Matthew 17:1-9
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by
themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became dazzling
white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good
for us to be here; if you wish, | will make three dwellings here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he
was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the
Beloved; with him | am well pleased; listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were
overcome by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” And when they looked up,
they saw no one except Jesus himself alone.

As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man
has been raised from the dead.”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

People remain standing until the homilist invites all to be seated

Homily The Rev. J. Carr Holland I



Please stand if able
Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the
Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of the People
People’s Response: Lord, hear our prayer.

Confession and Absolution of Sin BCP 360
The Deacon or Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All who are able, kneel. Minister and People

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Please stand if able

Peace BCP 360
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Please be seated

Welcome & Announcements

If you would like to donate online, follow the QR code found here or on the giving card in the back of the pews.
At the end of the announcements, you are also welcome to come forward to make a special donation to Heifer International, a non-profit organization &
whose mission is to end hunger and poverty, to mark an anniversary, blessing, or other event. i

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Offertory Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies T. Frederick H. Candlyn
St. Paul's Choir (9 am), Voices of St. Paul’s (11:15 am)

Christ, whose glory fills the skies, Christ, the true, the only Light,
Sun of Righteousness, arise! Triumph o’er the shades of night;
Dayspring from on high, be near; Daystar, in my heart appear.

Dark and cheerless is the morn unaccompanied by Thee;
Joyless is the day’s return, till Thy mercy’s beams | see,
Till Thou inward light impart, glad my eyes, and warm my heart.
Visit then this soul of mine! Pierce the gloom of sin and grief;

Fill me, Radiancy divine, scatter all my unbelief;
More and more thyself display, Shining to the perfect day.

Amen.
Please stand if able while the offering is presented
Offertory Response All things come of Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own have we given Thee.
The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367
The People remain standing. The Celebrant proceeds
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.
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The Celebrant proceeds
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven
and earth. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new light to shine in our hearts, to give

the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices
with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of

your Name:
Celebrant and People
Sanctus Holy, Holy, Holy Lord Hymn S128
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Please stand or kneel if able
The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of
Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your
Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the
world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out
of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you:
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you
drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Memorial Acclamation

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant then continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this
bread and this wine.

We pray to you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of
Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him,
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to
that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and
forever. AMEN.

The Celebrant then continues
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,



Lord’s Prayer BCP 367
People and Celebrant

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread

A period of silence is kept.

Fraction Anthem Christ Our Passover Hymn S154
n H 1 1
o H T T
@ —# PS—) z ® & o o © ° =
PY) L3V ~ —
Al - le-lu - ia, al -le -lu - ia, al-le-lu - Iia
f) #
p” - DY
%—._E_'_'_! P ) s o 9 4
Christ our Pass-o-ver is sac-ri-ficed for us; there-fore let us keep____ the feast.
f) # . .
g T T
frs—1 P —) z A S— PS— ) Py
D [ — o ® o o o O
o - N—
Al - le-Ilu - ia, al -le-lu - ia al -le -lu - ia

Holy Communion
The Celebrant says

The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

All are welcome to come forward for communion, including children. Please follow the ushers' guidance as you come to the rail.

If you would like a gluten-free host, extend your hands palms down. If you would like to receive the wine by intinction (dipping the bread in the cup),
keep the bread in your hands and wait for the communion server to come to you. If you would like to receive from the common cup (drinking from the
cup directly), please consume the bread first and then make your way to the steps at the end of the rail. A communion server will be there with the
common cup. If it is not your custom to receive communion, you are still welcome to come forward for a blessing. Simply cross your arms across your
chest and the minister will offer a prayer.

A priest may be available to provide prayers for healing in the back southwest corner of the church. Simply head to the back during communion
distribution and wait for your turn.

The Communion Music Humbly | Adore Thee Hymn 314
Draw Nigh and Take the Body of the Lord Hymn 328

Spiritual Communion Prayer

For those worshiping with us online

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, | desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. |
remember your death, Lord Christ; | proclaim your resurrection; | await your coming in glory. Since | cannot receive you
today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, | beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen
me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May | live in you, and you in me, in this life and
in the life to come. Amen.

Please stand or kneel if able

Postcommunion Prayer EOW 69
Celebrant and People

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us with Christ and one
another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior.
Amen.

Blessing

Please stand if able
Recessional Alleluia! Sing to Jesus Hymn 460

Dismissal BCP 366
Deacon Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Postlude Dr. Joseph Khoury, Guest Organist



The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for the birthdays of
Sam, Josh, Andrew, and Rachelle by Aleta and Neil McClenney.

St. Paul’s Brass Ensemble
Emery Anderson & Melissa Raasch, trumpets
Barbara Prillaman, horn
Jason Sayers, trombone
Russell McKinney, bass trombone
All Brass Ensemble arrangements by Russell McKinney
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ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES - FEB. 18
7:00 a.m. Imposition of Ashes
12 noon Holy Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes
5:30 p.m. Family Service with Imposition of Ashes
7:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist with Imposition of Ashes

\_ J

GENERAL INFORMATION

Please wear your nametags when you’re here at church! And if you don’t yet have a nametag, please complete an order form in
the narthex (lobby) so we can get you one!

New to St. Paul’s? Welcome! Please let us know you are here by filling out a visitor card in the pew. Stop by our Connecting
Station in the narthex (lobby) to chat and find materials that might help if you are new to St. Paul’s or The Episcopal Church. Join a
tour of our campus this Sunday at 10:15 a.m. to learn more and meet others. Contact Mary Kintz, our Community Connector, at
mary.kintz@stpaulscary.org to find out more about us!

Accessibility: St. Paul’s strives to make our services and programs comfortable and accessible to all. Ushers and Greeters are
available to help. Please let us know how we can work together to improve your experience here.

Kids in Worship at St. Paul’s: Children are always welcome in our worship services without exception, but if parents should wish
for a space where your kids have more room to move around during the service, you are welcome to make use of the Comfort Room
(glassed-in room at the rear of the worship space from which you can still hear and see the service). Ask an usher if you need help
finding it. Also, our Kids' Club (free nursery care) is available during the 9 a.m. service, and infants/toddlers through 36 months (3
years old) are welcome to attend.

HAPPENING TODAY — FEBRUARY 15, 2026

Children’s Chapel: Children 3 years old through 5th grade are invited to process to Children’s Chapel during the 9 a.m. service and
will return to their families during announcements.

Cookies and Card Making Coffee Hour (Parish Hall): The Men’s Group and Children’s Ministries are sponsoring a fun coffee
hour with fresh baked cookies and supplies for making cards for those in need of a boost of love; come join the fun!

Adult Forum (Chapel, 10:15-11 a.m.): Join Fr. Robert for an introduction to “Christ’s Own Forever,” our theme for Lenten
programs and the various ways to engage this season.

Children’s Sunday School - 5th grade and under (Ed. Bldg): We are meeting in the Parish Hall for cookies and cards!
Youth Sunday School - 6th thru 12th grade (Youth Wing): We are meeting in the Parish Hall for cookies and cards!
Episcopal Youth Community (EYC): Meets today for our Senior Luncheon at 12:30 p.m. Come early to help!

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Card Making and Cookies Today: Please join us in the Parish Hall during coffee hour this morning to enjoy fresh baked cookies
and make cards for folks we love! The Children's Ministries Committee will share your cards with those in our community who may
be feeling isolated this season. Enjoy a sweet time of fellowship while sharing your creativity with others. All are welcome!

Youth-Sponsored Lunch with Seniors/Elders/Experienced Adults Today: The Youth of St. Paul’s are mindful of all the support
they receive from older adults in our community, and they would love to express their appreciation by treating you to lunch today
from 12:30-2 p.m. in the Parish Hall. Please join us for fun and fellowship so we can get to know you better. No worries if you did
not rsvp, we prepared for that - come and join the fun!

Shrove Tuesday Pancake — Support our Men’s Group: Join us Feb. 17 from 5-7 p.m. for a traditional Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Supper (pancakes, sausage and fruit - $10 for adults, $5 for children) and support Men’s Group activities for the year ahead. This is
the only fundraiser for a group committed to creating and rebooting activities that bring the whole parish together across generations,
like the parish picnic, Dads and Kids Greenway Walk, spaghetti dinners and various work projects around the church. Come enjoy
time together and learn more about what we do; vegan and gluten free options will be available. Questions? Contact Mike McInerney
at michael. k. mcinerney@gmail.com.



Note in the Pocket Clothing Drive: St. Paul’s Pre-EYC families (4th and 5th graders) are supporting Note in the Pocket with a
month-long clothing drive through Feb. 20. Bring new or gently used, school-appropriate clothing donations in all sizes, infant
through adult; these drives provide clothing for referred students and their entire families. New pants are among items currently
needed. The dropbox and more information are in the narthex. If you have questions, please contact Shannon Robinson at
shannon3b@gmail.com.

Young Adults Bible Study & Fellowship: The young adults of St. Paul’s (ages 20s/30s-ish) are gathering once a week, alternating
Saturdays and Wednesdays, to read and discuss the Gospel of Luke. We meet in the Youth Wing, 7-8:30 p.m and we have two
remaining dates in February: Feb 21 (Sat) and Feb 25 (Wed). If you have questions, or if you’d like to join the Young Adults
GroupMe, reach out to Erica Ridderman at erica@stpaulscary.org.

Special Children’s Chapel Series during Lent: Back by popular demand, Children’s Chapel will follow the “Animal Crackers”
curriculum during Lent, developed by Heifer International (with new animals this year!). Each Sunday, children will learn about an
animal and how it helps communities around the world thrive, with opportunities to see themselves as part of a global family and
learn how small changes can have big impacts. We will distribute mite boxes so the children can collect donations for Heifer
International; mite boxes can be returned on Easter Sunday. Contact Erica Ridderman at erica@stpaulscary.org with any questions.

RJPG Book Discussion and Theater Trip: Join the Racial Justice Planning Group to discuss "Halfway Home: Race, Punishment
and the Afterlife of Mass Incarceration" by Reuben Jonathan Miller. We will meet on Sunday, Feb. 22 from 12:30 to 2 p.m. in the
Chapel. Please sign up in advance on the website. On Saturday, Feb. 28 at 2 p.m. we will attend the Justice Theater Project’s
production of “Pipeline” at Umstead United Church of Christ in Raleigh. We encourage participation in both, but please join us for
either, if you can. Theater goers should purchase your own tickets in advance at www.thejusticetheaterproject.org. Questions? Email
aleta@att.net.

Men’s Group Annual Gathering Feb. 22: The Men's Group invites all men, young and old(er) to join us on Feb. 22 at 2 p.m. in
the Parish Hall to celebrate some of our successes from 2025 and talk about the year ahead and the opportunities for engagement
planned in 2026. A social gathering will precede the planning portion of this event. Feel free to bring a snack or other

shareables. Questions? Contact Mike Mclnerney at michael. k.mcinerney@gmail.com.

Children’s Communion Retreat Feb. 28: All 1st through 3rd graders are invited to a communion retreat led by Erica Ridderman
on Saturday, Feb. 28 from 2-4 p.m. We'll explore the meaning of the Eucharist, allowing time for kids to ask questions, learn, and
grow in their understanding and curiosity about this central act of our faith. Communion Retreat participants will be celebrated the
next day, Mar. 1, with a festive coffee hour. Please fill out the online form (available in the narthex) so Erica knows whom to
expect. Contact Erica at erica@stpaulscary.org if you have any questions.

Sign Up by March 1 for the ASP (Appalachia Service Project) Trip in June: St. Paul’s Youth will return to Appalachia this
summer (June 21-27), joining ASP in working to make homes warmer, safer and drier, and the sign up is open NOW. You don’t
have to be “handy” with construction or be outgoing - this is a relationship ministry, and everyone can find a role! We welcome all
youth (rising 9th graders, age 14+) and adult volunteers. All the details about the work, the cost and how to sign up for the trip can
be found in the narthex and on the ASP webpage for St. Paul’s. Please reach out to any of our volunteers or contact
asp@stpaulscary.org with your questions. You must sign up by March 1 to secure your spot.

Pre-EYC Retreat to Nature: Our overnight Retreat to Nature, open to all 4th and 5th graders (including newcomers), is on March
14-15 at the Blue Jay Point Park Lodge in Raleigh. Learn about plants and animals, explore trails, play and enjoy s'mores around the
campfire with us! Cost is $30 per person and scholarships are available. Register online by Feb. 20th; more information is available
in the narthex and on the St. Paul’s website. Contact Jacob Nelson at jacobnelson77@hotmail.com with questions.

Men’s Beach Week: Look for the sign up in the narthex to join the men of St. Paul’s for a relaxing trip to Emerald Isle during the
week of April 19-26. Come for as many days as you like for $100/night, meals included. The only planned event is a group dinner
every evening, and it’s quite fair to say that we eat very well. Contact Mike Mclnerney at mbw(@stpaulscary.org if you want to
know more.

Women’s Beach Week: Attention Ladies: join us for fun in the sun and a laughter-filled trip to Emerald Isle April 26 - May 3!
Come for a few days or for the whole week; it’s only $50 per night! Learn more about the trip and how you can treat yourself to this
wonderful stress-reliever on the St. Paul’s website. Sign up online or contact Yvon Daniel, 919-747-1199, yvdaniel60@gmail.com.

Prayer List: We pray for Dave, Bob, Ann, Vickie, Mary, Noah, Sally, Parrish, Janet, Nancy, Susan, Clarence, Chuck, Craig, Jack,
Wanda, Carter, Anne, Ethan, Sid, Mary Jo, Rebecca, Elizabeth, Ralph, Suzanne, Ryan, Mark, Gary, Johnnie, Kelly, Jessica, Hillary,
Sydenna, Vera, Sheri, Darren, Craig, Red, Dylan, Anthony, Brad, Virginia, Carl, Amanda, Judy, Sharon, Kay, Carl, Martha, Liz,
Hilda, Cindy, Ben, and Glenys.
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Church Phone: 919-467-1477 Website: www.stpaulscary.org St. Paul's Website

The Rev. Sarah Phelps, Interim Rector x 13 | sarah@stpaulscary.org
The Rev. Robert Fruehwirth, Interim Associate Rector x 12 | robert@stpaulscary.org
Dr. Erica Ridderman, Minister for Children, Youth, and Family Formation x 39 | erica@stpaulscary.org
The Rev. Candy Snively, Deacon candy.snively@stpaulscary.org
Russell McKinney, Director of Music Ministries x 15 | rusty.mckinney@stpaulscary.org
Carol Yeargin, Organist carol.yeargin@stpaulscary.org



