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TWENTIETH SUNDAY 

AFTER PENTECOST 

HOLY EUCHARIST 

9:00 A.M. SERVICE 

OCTOBER 26, 2025 

The Rev. Sarah Phelps, Celebrant  

The Rev. Robert Fruehwirth, Homilist  

Prelude   Dr. Joseph Khoury, Guest Organist 
 
Processional  O God, Our Help in Ages Past  Hymn 680 
 
 

  Liturgy of the Word 
The Opening Acclamation  Book of Common Prayer (BCP) 355 

Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The following is sung. 

Gloria  Glory to God  Hymnal S278 
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Collect of the Day 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity; and, that we may obtain what you 
promise, make us love what you command; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Children’s Processional All Things Bright and Beautiful (v. 1) Hymn 405 
  Children’s Chapel is for children 3 years old through 5th grade. 

First Reading  Joel 2:23-32 

A Reading from Joel. 

O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the LORD your God; 

for he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain,  the early and the later 
rain, as before. 

The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 

I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, 

the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against you. 

You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. 

And my people shall never again be put to shame. 

You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the LORD, am your God and there is no other. 

And my people shall never again be put to shame. 

Then afterward I will pour out my spirit on all flesh; 

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams,  and your young men shall see visions. 

Even on the male and female slaves, in those days, I will pour out my spirit. 

I will show portents in the heavens and on the earth, blood and fire and columns of smoke. The sun shall be turned to 

darkness, and the moon to blood, before the great and terrible day of the LORD comes. Then everyone who calls on the 

name of the LORD shall be saved; for in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be those who escape, as the LORD has 

said, and among the survivors shall be those whom the LORD calls. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 
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The Psalm  Psalm 65  

Second Reading  2 Timothy 4:6-8,16-18  

A Reading from the Second Letter to Timothy. 

I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have 
finished the race, I have kept the faith. From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, will give me on that day, and not only to me but also to all who have longed for his appearing. 

At my first defense no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be counted against them! But the Lord 
stood by me and gave me strength, so that through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might 
hear it. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. The Lord will rescue me from every evil attack and save me for his 
heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God. 

Gradual  Blest are the Pure in Heart   Hymn 656 

The Gospel  Luke 18:9-14  

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  

Jesus told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and regarded others with contempt: 
"Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee, standing by 
himself, was praying thus, `God, I thank you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this 
tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give a tenth of all my income.' But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even 
look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, `God, be merciful to me, a sinner!' I tell you, this man went 
down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who humble 
themselves will be exalted." 

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord. 
People   Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

Homily   The Rev. Robert Fruehwirth 

Nicene Creed 
All who are able, stand. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin 
Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 
the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and 
the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and 
apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

1  You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; * 
  to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem. 

2  To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, * 
  because of their transgressions. 

3  Our sins are stronger than we are, * 
  but you will blot them out. 

4  Happy are they whom you choose 
 and draw to your courts to dwell there! * 
  they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, 
  by the holiness of your temple. 

5  Awesome things will you show us in your 
 righteousness, 
 O God of our salvation, * 
  O Hope of all the ends of the earth 
  and of the seas that are far away. 

6  You make fast the mountains by your power; * 
  they are girded about with might. 

7  You still the roaring of the seas, * 
  the roaring of their waves, 
  and the clamor of the peoples. 

8  Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble 
 at your marvelous signs; * 
  you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 

9  You visit the earth and water it abundantly; 
 you make it very plenteous; * 
  the river of God is full of water. 

10  You prepare the grain, * 
  for so you provide for the earth. 

11  You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 
  with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its 
  increase. 

12  You crown the year with your goodness, * 
  and your paths overflow with plenty. 

13  May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 
  and the hills be clothed with joy. 

14  May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, 
 and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; * 
  let them shout for joy and sing. 
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Prayers of the People 
People’s Response: Lord, hear our prayer. 

Confession and Absolution of Sin  BCP 360 
The Deacon or Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.  

All who are able, kneel. Minister and People  

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 
goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

Peace   BCP 360 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 

Announcements  
If you would like to donate online, follow the QR code found here or on the giving card in the back of the pews.  

At the end of the announcements, you are also welcome to come forward to make a special donation to Heifer International, a non-profit 
organization whose mission is to end hunger and poverty, to mark an anniversary, blessing, or other event. 

 

 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

 
Offertory  How Can I Keep from Singing  Robert Lehman  
  St. Paul’s Choir   

My life flows on in endless song; above earth's lamentation,  
I hear the sweet, tho' far-off hymn that hails a new creation;  
Thro' all the tumult and the strife I hear the music ringing;  
It finds an echo in my soul, how can I keep from singing?  

What tho' my joys and comforts die? the Lord my Savior liveth;  
What tho' the darkness gather round? songs in the night he giveth.  
No storm can shake my inmost calm while to that refuge clinging;  

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing?  

I lift my eyes; the cloud grows thin; I see the blue above it;  
And day by day this pathway smooths, since first I learned to love it;  
The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing;  

All things are mine since I am his, how can I keep from singing?  

Offertory Response  All things come of Thee, O Lord, and of Thine own have we given Thee.  

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer I Enriching our Worship (EOW) 57 
The People remain standing. 
The Celebrant proceeds 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

The Celebrant proceeds 

It is truly right, and good and joyful, to give you thanks, all-holy God, source of life and fountain of  mercy. You have filled 
us and all creation with your blessing and fed us with your constant love; you have redeemed us in Jesus Christ and knit 
us into one body. Through your Spirit you replenish us and call us to fullness of life. Therefore, joining with Angels and 
Archangels and with the faithful of every generation, we lift our voices with all creation as we sing: 
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Celebrant and People 
Sanctus  Holy, Holy, Holy Lord  Hymn S128 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Celebrant continues 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of the universe and giver of life. You formed us in your own image and called us 
to dwell in your infinite love. You gave the world into our care that we might be your faithful stewards and show forth 
your bountiful grace. But we failed to honor your image in one another and in ourselves; we would not see your 
goodness in the world around us; and so we violated your creation, abused one another, and rejected your love. Yet 
you never ceased to care for us, and prepared the way of salvation for all people. Through Abraham and Sarah you 
called us into covenant with you. You delivered us from slavery, sustained us in the wilderness, and raised up prophets 
to renew your promise of salvation. Then, in the fullness of time, you sent your eternal Word, made mortal flesh in 
Jesus. Born into the human family, and dwelling among us, he revealed your glory. Giving himself freely to death on the 
cross, he triumphed over evil, opening the way of freedom and life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread, and when he had given thanks to you, he broke 
it, and gave it to his friends, and said: “Take, eat: This is my Body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me.” As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said: 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured out for you and for all for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Memorial Acclamation 
Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen.  
Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant then continues 

Remembering his death and resurrection, we now present to you from your creation this bread and this wine. By your 
Holy Spirit may they be for us the Body and Blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Grant that we who share these gifts may 
be filled with the Holy Spirit and live as Christ’s Body in the world. Bring us into the everlasting heritage of your 
daughters and sons, that with blessed Paul and all your saints, past, present, and yet to come, we may praise your 
Name for ever. Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, to you be honor, glory, and 
praise, for ever and ever. AMEN. 
 

The Celebrant then continues 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Lord’s Prayer   BCP 367 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
A period of silence is kept. 

Fraction Anthem  Christ Our Passover  Hymn S154 

Holy Communion 

The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God.  

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.  

All are welcome to come forward for communion, including children. Please follow the ushers' guidance as you come to the rail. If you would like to 
receive the wine by intinction (dipping the bread in the cup), keep the bread in your hands and wait for the communion server to come to you. If you 
would like to receive from the common cup (drinking from the cup directly), please consume the bread first and then make your way to the steps at the 
end of the rail. A communion server will be there with the common cup. If it is not your custom to receive communion, you are still welcome to come 
forward for a blessing. Simply cross your arms across your chest and the minister will offer a prayer.  

A priest is available to provide prayers for healing in the back southwest corner of the church. Simply head to the back during communion distribution 
and wait for your turn.  

Spiritual Communion Prayer  
For those worshiping with us online 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I 
remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you 
today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen 
me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and 
in the life to come. Amen. 

The Communion Music  Lord Jesus, Think on Me  Hymn 641 
  How Lovely is Thy Dwelling Place  Hymn 517  

 
Postcommunion Prayer  EOW 69 
Celebrant and People 

God of abundance, you have fed us with the bread of life and cup of salvation; you have united us with Christ and one 
another; and you have made us one with all your people in heaven and on earth. Now send us forth in the power of your 
Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue for ever in the risen life of Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 

Blessing 

Recessional  How Firm a Foundation  Hymn 636  

Dismissal 

Deacon  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
People  Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Postlude   Dr. Joseph Khoury, Guest Organist  
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The Altar flowers are given to the glory of God and in thanksgiving for  
Rachelle and Sam’s anniversary and in memory of Fannie and Earl by Aleta and Neil McClenney. 

 
. 

TODAY – OCTOBER 26, 2025  

Please wear your nametags when you’re here at church! And if you don’t yet have a nametag, please complete an order form in 
the narthex (lobby) so we can get you one!   

New to St. Paul’s? Welcome! Please let us know you are here by filling out a visitor card in the pew. Stop by our Connecting 
Station in the narthex (lobby) to chat and find materials that might help if you are new to St. Paul’s or The Episcopal Church. Join a 
tour of our campus the third Sunday of the month at 10:15 a.m. to learn more and meet others. Contact Mary Kintz, our Community 
Connector, at mary.kintz@stpaulscary.org to find out more about us! 

Accessibility: St. Paul’s strives to make our services and programs comfortable and accessible to all. Ushers and Greeters are 
available to help. Please let us know how we can work together to improve your experience here.  

Kids in Worship at St. Paul’s: Children are always welcome in our worship services without exception, but if parents should wish 
for a space where your kids have more room to move around during the service, you are welcome to make use of the Comfort Room 
(glassed-in room at the rear of the worship space from which you can still hear and see the service). Ask an usher if you need help 
finding it. Also, our Kids' Club (free nursery care) is available during the 9 a.m. service, and infants/toddlers through 36 months (3 
years old) are welcome to attend. 

Children’s Chapel: Children 3 years old through 5th grade are invited to process to Children’s Chapel during the 9 a.m. service and 
will return to their families during announcements.   

Coffee Hour (Parish Hall): Coffee and refreshments are available after the 9 a.m. service today. We hope you will join the parish 
wide gathering (see below). 

Adult Formation (Parish Hall, 10:15-11 a.m.): Join us for our parish-wide gathering “We are Rooted in Love: How we Care for 
St. Paul’s and Become God’s Blessing to Others.” We’ll reflect together in a no-pressure format on how we stay rooted in love, care 
for the life of St. Paul’s and become God’s blessing for others as we engage in the spiritual practice of giving. 

Children’s Sunday School - 5th grade and under (Education Building): Classes are meeting from 10:10-11 a.m. 

Youth Sunday School - 6th thru 12th grade (Youth Wing): Classes are meeting from 10:10-11 a.m. 

Episcopal Youth Community (EYC): Please be sure to arrive at 4 p.m. this evening if you are helping with the Halloween 
Carnival. Contact Sara Concini at sara.concini@gmail.com if you have any questions. Bring your friends! 

 

 

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Halloween Carnival (with the Chili Cookoff) Oct. 26: Celebrate Halloween with us this evening from 5-7 p.m. on the church 
grounds. Activities will include a Chili Cookoff (hotdogs and potluck, too), Trunk or Treat, plus games and prizes. Everyone is 
welcome to participate; youth play a big role in organizing this event, so let’s come out and support their hard work.  

TODAY at 10:15 in the Parish Hall: Grow with us – We are Rooted in Love! The 2026 Annual Giving Campaign continues with 
an all-parish, no-pressure, "choose your own adventure" conversation about the spiritual practice of giving, how to get started giving, 
and how to make your giving go further. Pledge sheets are available in the narthex, and members of the giving campaign committee 
will be available to help between the services if you wish to make a pledge today. Thank you for your generosity. 

Annual Parish Meeting and Vestry Elections Next Sunday, Nov. 2: Plan to join us in the church on Nov. 2 from 10:15 - 11:30 
a.m. for St. Paul’s Annual Meeting. (NOTE: there will be no 11:15 a.m. service on Nov 2.) We'll elect new vestry members, 
hear an update from the rector search committee and engage in unhurried discussion about "the state of St. Paul's" with your clergy, 
vestry, and treasurer. Information about vestry candidates can be found in the narthex and on the St. Paul’s website. Sunday School 
will be held as usual with supervised play in the parish hall/playground until the Annual Meeting ends. 

All Aboard for the Diaper Train Drive: St. Paul’s is hosting a diaper drive for Diaper Train, an organization committed to 
improving the lives of families in Wake County by providing direct access to diapers. We are collecting all size diapers, but the more 
frequently needed sizes are 4,5,6 and pull-ups; you can also donate wipes and new or gently used board books. The collection box 
will be in the narthex from now through Nov. 9. Please help us make a difference for families who are struggling to cover basic 
needs for their children! Questions? Contact Susannah Vitaglione at susannahv@gmail.com. 

Updating our Veterans List: St. Paul’s has a custom of expressing gratitude for the faithful service of military men and women by 
listing the names of veterans, living and in memoriam, in a special posting on the Sunday closest to Veterans Day. We are in the 
process of updating that list and need your help. If you would like to include a name, please contact Bryan Wigley 
at bryan.wigley45@gmail.com by Nov 2 and let him know the name and the branch of military service to be listed.  

Acolyte Training Nov. 2: YOU can join the team and serve at the altar as an acolyte! We’re holding a training session for new 
acolytes and/or those who need a refresher on Sunday, Nov. 2 at 4 p.m. in the church. Any person, 4th grade through adults, is 
eligible to be an acolyte; we ask you to commit to serving at least one Sunday per month, as you are able. Sign up for the training 
online (see information in the narthex) or contact Ramsey McIntire at dingervb@gmail.com if you want to learn more.  
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Wheels4Hope Ministry Presents Driver Safety Workshop Oct. 30 at Glenaire: St. Paul’s Wheels4Hope Ministry is presenting 
AARP’s Driver Safety TEK Workshop on Thursday, Oct. 30, 2-3 p.m. at the Glenaire Retirement Community Theater. Learn about 
the driver safety technologies now found in new and late model cars. This workshop is FREE and you don’t have to be a senior, 
AARP Member or Glenaire resident to participate. No pre-registration required.  

Prayer List: We pray for Dave, Bob, Ann, Vickie, Ann, Laura, Margaret, Mary, Doug, Guy, Cathy, Jessica, John, Mary, Susan, 
Noah, Sally, Randy, Regina, Parrish, Jackie, Matias, Yosy, Barb, Peggy, Janet, Austin, Liddy, Mary, Sue, Nancy, Ben, Patrick, 
Sarah, Chris, Ted, Rania, Hilda, Jim, Tommy, Bonnie, Susan, Melanie, Dave, Chuck, Kay, Claudia, Sharon, Ron, Jack, Caryn, 
Gary, Max, May, Bryan, Ariell, Josh, Allison, Jan, Bertha, Herman, Avis, Joyce, Carl, and Martha. 

 

If you have a name you would like to include on the prayer list, or a ministry event that you would like to announce in this printed 
bulletin, please send information to announcements@stpaulscary.org. Names included in the prayer list will remain for a month, and 
we are happy to extend at your request. Please note that there is a 2-week lead time on printed announcements.  
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Worship. Serve. Grow. 
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